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The Big-Ass Book of Crafts is packed with ideas for sprucing up your living space; concocting

fabulous, all-natural body products; designing your own unique stationery; and creating countless

other crafts that will convince your friends and loved ones that you're the secret love child of Martha

Stewart (only much, much cooler).Forget crocheted doilies and itchy knit sweaters--TLC's While

You Were Out top designer Mark Montano has created stylish and imaginative projects that range

from a Warhol-esque Ultrasuede iPod case to photo-adorned boxer shorts to African mask patio

chairs to wooden night-light boxes. Divided into sections that include Outdoorsy (ideas to enhance

your backyard), Dishing It Out (decorating plates using different techniques), You've Been Framed

(innovative picture framing ideas), and Can I Have a Light? (creating and decorating lamps,

lanterns, and chandeliers), it's as entertaining to read as it is endlessly inspiring. With more than

one hundred and fifty inventive and fun projects, The Big-Ass Book of Crafts is the perfect activity

book for readers of every mood, budget, and skill level.
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I was leaning toward "too old" (refer to my title) to actually buy "The Big-Ass Book of Crafts." The

language, you know, in the title. Indeed, it's a Big book, that's for sure, but full of the kinds of things I

might have made in college when money was scarce. Still, one needs money to buy popsicle sticks

to make lamp shades. But I get ahead of myself.Back to the shopping mall found in the halls of . I

was looking for more crafts to sew, saw this book and kept going, then came back. Reviews were

pretty positive. OK, says I, let's try it, despite the big back area.Wow, this IS a Big book--373 pages,



including index, a list of things the author uses in making his crafts, and a list of resources. The

dedication is to "all the people who think they aren't talented or crafty...." Between that dedication

and the last of the indexed projects are over 150 different things to make. Author Mark Montano

even advises the reader to brace him/herself against being called "artsy-fartsy" by friends and

family.I have examined every single project and found just maybe a dozen I will actually pursue.

There is a term that comes to mind concerning the crafts found here: shabby chic. A few examples:

that popsicle lampshade, bronze baby sculpture (made out of a doll), painted wood rug, pen flower

arrangement, drinking straw starburst hanging lamp, a copper-scouring-pad wine sock, twig

chandelier (don't ask), and a felt-leaf window treatment. Just because I don't find these projects

desirable doesn't mean the next person won't.On the other hand, here are some really clever

projects:1. Art switch plates (that cover electrical outlets)2. 3-D photo looks really fun to do3. David

Hockney photo collage4. Colorful lace glass plates5.
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